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NSC BRIEFING 14 March 1957 


INDONESIA 


I, The process of disintegration in Indonesia has reached the stage 
where Java (55 Million pop. of total 80 million) is the only 


important island remaining under central government control, 

A. On Java, itself, the Vestern province is now the scene of 
agitation for autonomy. 

B. On 9 March, South Sumatra province formalised an already 
existing autonomous situation. Three days later, Borneo 
Joined the local autonomy parade. 

C. These developments appear to have been the "last straw" 
for Premier Alii his government * s resignation was accepted 
by Sukarno yesterday. This morning, having declared a 
"state of war and siege", Sukarno will make a nationwide 
broadcast— aimed particularly at the armed forces. 

11. President Sukarno, meanwhile, is reportedly prepared to announce 

his newly-revised "concept" sometime between 16 and 18 March. 

A. The new acheme calls for the immediate formation of a new 


government 

25X1 C 1. 


2 , 



National 

Party and Nahdlatul Ulema (ND) will hold key positions, 
Xasjuml reportedly feels compelled to Join new 
government in minor role (in order to avoid being 
linked with Communists in opposition). 
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B, It is MtaVS* that all coupe i* the provinces have 
been etinulated and led fey local arny coeawwIerB . 

C. While ©Jakarta Amy h*e continued loyal to the 
central gov* meant , bo strong counteraction feaa feces 
taken again* t the regional arey refeels. 

», gray ’a position nay cell cryataliae at a 15 ©arefe 

aeetiag of the general staff ia ©Jakarta. 

1 . Baa keen aaaooaeod that all top «r»y leaders 
will fee presoot— including those now ia revolt 
against central governssent , 
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14 March 1957 


INDONESIA 


I. Process of disintegration in Indonesia has reached stage shore 

Java is only important island remaining under central government 

control • 

A. New revolts in South Sumatra* Borneo* and rising agitation 
in Java Itself apparently precipitated yesterday's 
resignation of All government. 

B. Sukarno, having declared "state of war & siege", will address 
nation today. 

IX. Sukarno reported ready with following revised "concept." 

A. New government to be dominated by National Party and N0. 

B. Communists to have representation in advisory council, 

C. Hatta to head new "Reconstruct ion Planning Board". 

III, Seams to he clever move to give appearance of meeting chief 

demands of dissident groups. 

A. If accepted, would be only temporary solution to Indonesia's 
problems. 

B. Political bickering and demands for local autonomy will 
continus, while Sukarno and followers will resist all 
moves away from central control. 

IV. Army continues to be key to Indonesian settlement. 

A. Mas been suspected they considering military Junta. 

B. Attitude may become clear at 16 March meeting of general 
staff in Djakarta. 

C. las been announced that all top commanders, including those 
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